
Connecticut Puppy Mill Law Facts

• Most pet store puppies come from puppy mills.  Puppy mills 
are large-scale commercial breeding operations where profits are 
given a higher priority than the well-being of the dogs.  

• Many cruel conditions found in puppy mills are legal under 
federal law.  Under the federal Animal Welfare Act (AWA) - which 
outlines minimum standards of care for dogs and cats bred for 
commercial resale - it is legal for a dog to be kept in a stacked 
cage only 6 inches longer than the dog in each direction (think, 
beagle in a household dishwasher), with wire flooring that injures 
the dog’s paws and legs, and through which waste sometimes 
falls on dogs in the cages below. Dogs are typically bred at every 
opportunity with little or no recovery time between litters and are 
generally killed when “spent” after a few years. Nothing in federal 
law prohibits such cruel treatment.

• Even the weak federal law is not enforced, compounding 
the animal suffering in puppy mills.  According to the U.S. 
Office of Inspector General - which in 2010, audited the USDA’s 
wholesale commercial breeder inspection process - USDA 
enforcement of even the minimal AWA standards is extremely 
poor. Inhumane conditions such as open and festering wounds, 
tick and insect infestations, and large accumulations of dog waste 
were pervasive in USDA-licensed and inspected commercial 
breeding facilities, but the USDA did little to curb this cruelty.

• Connecticut pet shops obtain dogs from puppy mills 
that rival the facilities documented in the U.S. Inspector 
General’s Audit for their cruel treatment of dogs.  In 2009, 
the Connecticut legislature passed a law requiring pet shops to 

provide breeder and broker information to the state Department 
of Agriculture.  This has made it possible to trace the dogs in 
Connecticut pet shops directly to puppy mills.  USDA inspection 
reports on just a fraction of these facilities supplying dogs to 
Connecticut pet shops reveal a “parade of horribles:” untreated 
illness and injuries; significant waste accumulation, dirty food 
receptacles, and insect infestation; failure to provide water 
for long periods of time; poorly ventilated kennels, including 
excessively warm temperatures and ammonia-saturated air; 
too-small cages (in which the mother dogs remained 24/7 until 
“spent”); dogs with no bedding on wire floors; dogs living in 
almost total darkness. 

• In FY 2012, Connecticut’s Animal Population Control 
Program (APCP) spent $733,199 to reduce the dog and cat 
overpopulation problem.  Still, in FY 2012, 2,700 dogs and cats 
were euthanized in Connecticut’s municipal shelters. 

• Many pet shops have built successful businesses based 
on the ethical principles of adoption and rescue.  This model 
has strong appeal to the public, who flock to pet shops like H3 
Pet Supply in Stratford and Pet Playhouse in Southington - which 
partner with nonprofit rescue organizations to find homes for 
needy animals - precisely because of their humane practices. 

The ASPCA®, The  
HSUS, CT Votes 
for Animals, and 
the CT Alliance for 
Humane Pet Shops 
urge support for an 
immediate ban on the 
sale of commercially-
bred dogs in new pet 
shops, and a phase-
out of their sale in 
the 16 pet shops  
that now sell them.

Our reasonable proposal would: 

(1) prohibit the sale of commercially-bred 
dogs in new pet shops (also recommended 
by the bipartisan CT Task Force Concerning 
the Sale of Cats & Dogs at CT Pet Shops from 
Inhumane Origins), and  

(2) phase out the sale of commercially-
bred dogs in the 16 Connecticut pet shops 
that still sell them.  

Over 100 Connecticut pet shops do not sell 
dogs. The proposed phase-out would give the 
small fraction of pet shops that continue to 
sell commercially-bred dogs over 5 years – 
until July 1, 2019 – to transition to a humane 
model (i.e., the sale/adoption of dogs from 
public shelters and non-profit rescue groups).


